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INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE 

The Security Council was formed on 24th October 1945 and the first session took place on 

17th January 1946. 

The United Nations Security Council is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. 

The Security Council was created after the Second World War to address the failure of the 

League of Nations and to maintain global peace. The committee is formed of 15 members in 

total, 5 of which (USA, UK, USSR, France, Republic of China) hold the ‘veto power’ which can 

overrule any decision the committee can make. The other 10 members are elected from key 

geographical positions all over the world and serve two year terms. The exact date the 

committee will take place will be detailed later in the update. Delegates are reminded that 

certain modern day solutions were not viable in 1960’s and they should remain conscious of 

the time period in their research.  

Also, delegates are to know that we do not have to follow real life events. We want everyone 

to have a chance of rewriting history based on their choices rather than just copying what is 

written in the history books.  

The mandate of the Security Council can be found in chapters V and VI of the UN charter. The 

committee has a mandate of maintaining international peace and security, developing 

friendly relations among nations and promoting cooperation to solve international problems 

and respecting human rights. The Security Council can provide recommendations to member 

states which may have issues or alternatively, they can also introduce binding measures 

under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. 
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President’s Address 
Fellow members, 

 

On behalf of the entire dais, it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Cabinet of the United 

Nations Security Council. This Cabinet functions through actions and not words; and directness and not 

vague arguments, this introduction will be fairly short. 

Every single crisis you encounter in this committee will be instrumental in shaping the course of the 

world, the future of which is now in your hands. In order to keep the peace of the world, you must be 

wise, mentally-agile, aggressive, and most importantly, ever vigilant.    

Your dais will ensure that this committee provides you with an unparalleled experience of enthralling 

debate, analytical-thinking, and action. Swati Pawar your Rapporteur will ensure smooth and engaging 

flow of committee. Sparsh Bhat will be serving as the vice president of the cabinet. I shall be serving as 

your president for the committee. Being powerful and experienced debaters, all of us will ensure that 

this committee provides you with an unforgettable experience. 

With that, your dais is happy to present to you this background guide; use it wisely. Think out-of-the-

box, be creative, aggressive, and unrelenting.        

Best of Luck! We look forward to seeing you in committee. 

Sincerely,                                                        

 

 

Karan Jain                                                      

President 
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How to Use this Background Guide      

As the name suggests, the purpose of this background guide is to only briefly acquaint you with the 

committee, its working, its operations and so on. However, please note that this guide is NOT a 

substitute for research. Proper research is what enables you to excel in the committee, without which 

you will not be able to stand out. Therefore, you must treat this guide as merely a base for your 

research, and use it only as an introductory instrument to guide you through the process. In case you 

have any queries about research, this committee. Or anything else, please feel free to contact us.  

Karan Jain 9419199208 
jainkaran2003@gmail.com  

Sparsh Bhat 7006472152 
bhatsparsh17@gmail.com  

Swati Pawar 7006464012 
swatipawat019@gmail.com  

Nature of Proof in Committee 

Since this is a Historic Security 

Council, no single piece of information will be treated as 100% correct and every fact will be subject to  

dispute. Reports/Documents sanctioned by the United Nations or the respective countries’ government 

are the only sources that can serve as credible “proof” in committee.  

Traditional sources of proof such as Reuters and BBC can be referenced and referred to for research 

purposes only.   

SECTION 1 

The Cold War 

mailto:jainkaran2003@gmail.com
mailto:jainkaran2003@gmail.com
mailto:bhatsparsh17@gmail.com
mailto:bhatsparsh17@gmail.com
mailto:swatipawat019@gmail.com
mailto:swatipawat019@gmail.com
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• Introduction 
The Cold War was a period of intense political tension between the two superpowers of  

the world: The United States of America and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics  

(USSR/also known as the Soviet Union). While these two countries never actually entered  

direct combat (hence, the war was “cold”, i.e. it was never fought), there were several  

equally intense events that took place in this era, as this guide further elaborates on a  

little later. The so-called “Cold War Era” began post World War II, in 1945, and lasted till  

the early 1990s, when the Soviet Union broke up into 17 independent states.     

The two main causes of the Cold War were as follows:   

1. Ideological Conflict Between the US and the USSR 

 

The conflicts arose primarily because of the differences in the ideologies of the two  

countries. The USA followed capitalism which favored private enterprise and limited  

governmental influence in trade and business. On the other hand, the USSR followed the  

communist model which stated that all the means of production were to be in the hands  

of the government and private entities do not exist. At the time, there was a great debate  

over which economic model was the better. After World War 2, the colonies of the Axis  

powers (Germany and Japan) fell into the hands of the Allies. The two main countries in  

the Allies were the USA and USSR. Each country wanted to gain maximum colonies so as  

to advance its economic model. While the hostility between Communism and Capitalism  

began purely on an economic basis, as years progressed, it became a vision of how each  
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nation viewed the world. The US wanted to maximize its influence around the world by  

spreading its brand of democracy and freedom, while the Soviet Union wanted to exert  

its influence by spreading Communism. Therefore, while the roots of the Cold War were  

purely ideological, it extended into a competition for world dominance between the US and USSR.     

2. Formation of Blocs   

It was agreed by the two that, they would fairly share the land which the Axis powers had  

lost. Other developing countries started siding with either super power. Thus the world  

had been divided into two blocs. The countries which were signatories of the Warsaw  

Pact became a part of the Soviet led Communist bloc. The countries which signed the  

North Atlantic Trade Organization Treaty (NATO) became a part of the Capitalist Block.  

Though the cold war never saw the two superpowers directly engage in warfare, the  

tension between the two was at an all time high. Each country tried to secure weapons  

and this led to an Armament Race. Many wars took place between the two through  

indirect methods. For instance the wars in Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan were fought by  

the locals with the backing of these two superpowers. There were many instances when  

the two came to the brink of war.  

Therefore, in summary, the two blocs in the bipolar world community of the cold war era were:  

  1. NATO (Led by the United States)   

 2. Countries which signed the Warsaw Pact (Led by the Soviet Union)  

SECTION 2 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Vietnam War - 1955 to 1975 

The Vietnam War, a proxy war, was fought between 

communist North Vietnam and U.S. backed South Vietnam. 

As early as 1955, President Eisenhower pledges his firm 

support to South Vietnam and even aided them militarily. 

A coup staged against South Vietnam’s leader leading to a 

change in power convinced the U.S. to provide them with 

even more aid to the South Vietnamese forces fighting the 

communist North Vietnam. Meanwhile North Vietnam was 

supported by various communist powers like the Soviet 

Union and China. After 20 years of struggle, it ended in the 
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U.S. gradually withdrawing forces and South Vietnam surrendering. A communist state was established 

in Vietnam and this not only impacted the United States militarily, but was also a blow to its prestige 

and the loss of a proxy war against the USSR.   

U-2 Spy plane incident – 1960 

 An international diplomatic crisis erupted in May 1960 when the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) shot down an American U-

2 spy plane in Soviet air space and captured its pilot, Francis Gary 

Powers. Confronted with the evidence of his nation’s espionage, 

President Dwight Eisenhower had to admit to the Soviets that the 

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) had been flying covert spy 

missions over the USSR for several years. The Soviets convicted the 

captured pilot for espionage and sentenced him to 10 years in 

prison. However, after serving less than two years, he was released in exchange for a captured Soviet 

agent in the first-ever U.S.-USSR “spy swap.” The U-2 spy plane incident raised tensions between the 

U.S. and the Soviet Union. 

Construction of the Berlin Wall - 1961  

The Berlin Wall was a guarded concrete barrier that physically and 

ideologically divided Berlin from 1961 to 1989. Constructed by the 

German Democratic Republic(GDR) of East Germany the Wall 

completely cut off West Berlin from the surrounding East 

Germany and East Berlin regions.   

The Wall was built to prevent the mass emigration of people out 

of East Germany. Before the Wall's erection, 3.5 million East 

Germans had defected from the GDR, many by crossing over from 

East Berlin to West Berlin, from which they could then travel to 

other Western European countries. Between 1961 and 1989, the 

Wall prevented almost all such emigration. During this period, 

around 5,000 people attempted to escape over the Wall. It was a 

symbol of harsh distinction and opposition between the Eastern 

and Western blocs. 

Bay of Pigs Invasion - 1961  

Fidel Castro had overthrown a dictator and led a national movement to come into power in Cuba. His 

government established diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union which caused a severance of its ties 

with the U.S. Under these circumstances, the United States, through the CIA, planned an anti-Castro 

invasion in Cuba. This invasion went horribly wrong. Castro’s troops defeated the invaders swiftly and 
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the coup failed. This did not directly involve Soviet forces, but was essentially a U.S. vs communism 

struggle.  

SINO INDIAN WAR – 1962  

On the morning of October 20, 1962, China’s People’s 

Liberation Army assaulted Indian military positions 

along their disputed frontier. The Chinese attack, 

justified domestically and abroad as self-defense, 

resulted in the only major armed conflict in modern 

times between the world’s two most populous 

countries. The Indian military, poorly prepared and 

naively led, was routed. This was a short but savage 

war, which resulted in over 2,000 fatalities. The cause 

of the war was a dispute over the sovereignty of the 

widely separated Aksai Chin and Arunachal 

Pradesh border regions. Aksai Chin, claimed by India to belong to Kashmir and by China to be part of 

Xinjiang, contains an important road link that connects the Chinese regions of Tibet and Xinjiang. China's 

construction of this road was one of the triggers of the conflict 

Cuban Missile Crisis - 1962  

The Cuban missile crisis was a major event of the cold war that brought the world to the brink of nuclear 

disaster. In October of 1962 the Soviet Union deployed nuclear armed ballistic missiles in Cuba after 

reaching a secret agreement with Fidel Castro to place Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba to deter any 

future invasion attempt. The missiles being just 90 miles off the United States’ coast, President John F. 

Kennedy of the United States ordered a naval “quarantine” of Cuba and demanded the immediate 

removal of the missiles. Later, he also put the military in a state of DEFCON 2. Leaders of the Soviet 

Union and US engaged in a 13-day intense political and military standoff which left the entire world 

biting its nails in anticipation of a nuclear conflict. However, disaster was avoided by a bilateral 

agreement in which the 

Soviets agreed to dismantle 

the nuclear weapons in 

exchange for a pledge from 

the United States to not 

invade Cuba.  Although the 

Soviets removed their 

missiles, they escalated the 

building of their military 

arsenal; the missile crisis was 

over, but the arms race was 

not.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereignty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereignty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereignty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksai_Chin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksai_Chin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksai_Chin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachal_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir
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Prague Spring - 1968  

This was a brief period in Czechoslovakia when a new leader, Alexander Dubcek, started liberalizing the 

country through democratic reforms such as allowing greater freedom of speech and reducing press 

censorship. He did not renounce ties with the Soviet Union,  

However they viewed it with alarm. Based on a decision of the Politburo, on August 20, 1968, the Soviet 

Union answered to these reforms by invading Czechoslovakia with Warsaw Pact troops. Prague didn’t 

want to give way, but scattered student resistance was no match for Soviet tanks. Dubcek’s reforms 

were repealed, and the he was replaced with a staunchly pro-Soviet man, who re-established an 

authoritarian Communist regime in the country.   

SECTION 3 

TIMELINE 

1960  A-bombs developed by France                  

May : Soviet Union reveals that U.S. spy plane was shot down over Soviet territory                               

November : John F. Kennedy elected President of USA                        

December 19: Cuba openly aligns itself with the Soviet Union and their policies.     

1961  April : Bay of Pigs invasion                             

August 13 : Berlin border is closed                                                                                                                           

August 17 : Construction of Berlin Wall begins                                    

October: Chinese troops advance in India    

 1962                                                                                                                                

U.S. involvement in Vietnam increases                                                                                                                       

October: Cuban Missile Crisis                                                                                                                             

October: Sino Indian war begins 

1963                                                                                                                                                                           

 July : Nuclear Test Ban Treaty ratified                                                                                                                 

November : President Kennedy assassinated in Dallas, Texas                                                                                  

1964  August : Gulf of Tonkin incident                                                                                                                           

October: A-bombs developed by China      

1965  April : U.S. Marines sent to Dominican Republic to fight Communism                                                          

July : Announcement of dispatching of 200,000 U.S. troops to Vietnam     
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 1966                                

B-52s Bomb North Vietnam     

1967                                                                               

The US Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara admits that the US bombing raids had                             

failed to meet their objectives    

 1968                                                                                                                                                                           

January : North Korea captured U.S.S. Pueblo  President Johnson does not run for the presidency and 

Richard Nixon Elected President  of the USA                                                                                                 

August : Soviet Red Army crush Czechoslovakian revolt      

1969                           

July 20 : Apollo 11 lands on the moon      

1970                                      

April : President Nixon extends Vietnam War to Cambodia  

 

 

SECTION 4 

ADVISED PATTERN OF RESEARCH    
Due to the unique nature of this committee, your dais feels that it is important to provide  

you with certain pointers to guide you through the research process. Thus, the following  

are certain areas we feel you must be absolutely thorough with, and certain questions  

your research must be able to answer. That being said, the following guidelines are  

merely advisory in nature and are in no way absolute; so please do not limit yourself to  them.   

Questions to be answered while researching: 

1. Which bloc does your portfolio fit into 

2. What all means can be used by the committee to ensure the unsettling 

peace is settled 

3. What are the powers of your portfolio 

4. When responding to a crisis 

a) What is the problem at hand? 
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b) What does your portfolio need to do to achieve the goal 

c) What all portfolios need to be included in the course of action 

 

        
 


