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  PRESIDENTS ADDRESS 

 

Greetings Delegates! 

As the Executive Board of the Human Rights Council, it gives us 

immense pleasure in welcoming you all to the K.C. Public School Model 

United Nations, 2019. 

I, Hanumat Sharma would be your chairperson for Human Rights 

Council KCMUN’19. I’m in grade 11 at K.C.Public School. I have a keen 

interest in theatre and sports. Avril Attri who's in grade 12 in K.C. Public 

School shall be serving as your Director For The Human Rights Council 

KCMUN’19. The Human Rights Council is a United Nations agency that 

works to promote the human rights that are guaranteed under 

international law and stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights of 1948. 

  
The delegates are expected to follow the rules of procedure at all points 

of time. We are looking forward to listening to genuine thoughts and 

opinions of the delegates and any form of plagiarism would be severely 

punished. The delegates should be well informed of their foreign policies 

and are expected to research well. Moreover, I encourage every 

delegate to actively participate in the discussions that we will have, as 

every countries’ point of view will matter in the ultimate resolution. We 

look forward to three days of intense diplomacy and deliberation. 

  
Looking forward to meet you guys!! 

     
 
     
 
 
 
 
     Hanumat Sharma 
     Chairperson 

 

 



 

Introduction:   

Throughout the duration of the first and second civil conflicts in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC), the issue of recruitment of child soldiers arose when both sides involved in the 

conflict, the army of the Democratic Republic of Congo and rebel groups, began actively 

recruiting child soldiers to form a part of their ranks. Due to this issue, the United Nations 

United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(MONUSCO) has released multiple reports regarding the status of recruitment of child 

soldiers in the Democratic Republic of Congo and has gone on to label the problem of 

recruitment as “endemic”. It has also been found that some of the Congolese militia actively 

partaking in this conflict were made up of up to 30% by child soldiers; while further reports in 

2011 estimate that the armed conflict had up to 30,000 children actively involved.  

This prompted the International Criminal Court (ICC) to convict multiple parties, held for 

human rights violations, in national jurisprudence for the use of children in combat.   

The issue of recruitment of child soldiers is not the only direct violation of human rights 

towards child soldiers. Child soldiers have been subject to various other atrocities when part 

of the army or armed group. Young girls have been raped by other soldiers, while child 

soldiers are also subject to poor living conditions with lack of access to water, food and 

proper health and sanitation facilities according to the Secretary-General’s report on children 

and armed conflict, published in 2017.   

Not only is the recruitment of child soldiers a major problem in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, the problem continues to plague Africa as a whole. Estimates from 2008 show that 

almost 40% of all child soldiers worldwide were based in Africa, and the rate of child soldier 

recruitment had been increasing exponentially more in comparison than in any other 

continent.   

The problem with child soldier extends to their reintegration into society once they are 

released or escape from the army or armed groups. Most children never receive any support 

to be reintegrated into their communities, or the minimal support they receive is poorly 

adapted to suit their needs and situation. The stigma associated with rape causes girl child 

soldiers to be shunned or disowned by their family, causing severe mental trauma and re-



enlistment of these girl soldiers back into the armed forces. The need for reintegration of 

these child soldiers into communities and societies throughout Africa is dire.  

Hence, the issue of re-integration of child soldiers into society after armed conflict in Africa 

forms a vital part of the agenda which has been set for the Human Rights Council at KCMUN 

2019. There is a need for re-integration schemes, to help re-integrate affected children to 

help foster development of the country and reinstate harmony.   

 

Definition of key terms: 

Child Soldiers  

Child Soldiers are any children under the legal age of enlistment who have been recruited 

into non-state armed forces or groups or by the state. They have been used for a variety of 

purposes such as fighters, suicide bombers and human shields.   

Armed conflicts  

Armed conflicts are the contested incompatibilities between two parties, of which one is the 

government of a state, uses armed force and results in a minimum of 25 battle related 

deaths in one calendar year.  

Reintegration Programs  

In the justice system, the term reintegration refers to the process of re-entry of persons into 

society by persons who have been previously incarcerated or removed from that society or 

community. Reintegration programs include the re-instatement of the prior freedoms of those 

persons and efforts to re-instate them into society.  

 

Manipulation tactics  

Manipulation tactics are the acts of attempting to influence changes in behaviour or 

perception of other persons through means of abusive, deceptive or underhand methods.   

Restorative vs. retributive justice  

Opposing methods of justice wherein restorative justice focuses on offender rehabilitation 

through reconciliation with the victim and community and retributive justice focuses on direct 

punishment as opposed to rehabilitation of offenders.  



 

Background information:  

Recruitment of child soldiers 

The recruitment of child soldiers is a major problem that affects a number of African countries. 

Child soldiers are recruited for participating in armed combat. Child soldiers are viewed as 

“expendable” in the field of combat by militant groups and are relatively easier and cheaper 

to maintain. Furthermore, children are recruited because they do not comprehend the 

magnitude of the conflict and hence do not feel as much fear when engaging in armed 

combat as compared to others. Furthermore, the introduction of weapons such as AK47’s, 

70 million of which were produced since 1947, and the Kashinov rifles are small enough to 

be carried by any soldier above the age of 10. Children, when recruited, have not matured 

fully and developed emotionally, making it easier to manipulate and control, especially by 

people who they see as replacements to their parental figures. Orphans and abandoned 

children often join the army seeking a sense of comfort, and guidance by adults. A study in 

Colombia revealed that many children who joined the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia (FARC) were compelled to join by extreme “poverty, unemployment and avoiding 

violence from rival groups”, situations that are present in Africa as well.   

This emotional vulnerability forms the basis of how child soldiers are recruited. Children often 

do not understand the danger they may face and are convinced by “pay-offs” offered by 

armed groups. Pay-offs include tangible rewards such as wages, loot or drugs and alcohol. 

They are also often convinced due to their socio-economic environment and limited 

opportunities, as they are offered opportunities for bonding, attaining ranks and being a part 

of a more stable socialization process.   

Although children may not voluntarily choose to be a part of these armed groups, they are 

often forced into joining through abduction, beatings and submission. The RUF Forces in 

Sierra Leone used abduction to a large degree to enlist children In its ranks. that the pro-

government Civil Defence Forces (CDF), the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) 

and the Sierra Leone Army also forced children to join their ranks causing almost 25% of 

fighting forces in Sierra Leone’s civil conflict to be children under the age of 18. They also 

used manipulation tactics and some children chose to enlist with the armed forces to defend 

their community or due to a feeling of revenge towards the opposing part, fostered through 

emotional manipulation.   



Human rights violations towards child soldiers   

According to Ban Ki-Moon (former Secretary General of the United Nations), the children 

enlisted in armed forces suffer through a “living hell” in places such as Somalia, South Sudan, 

and Syria. Children actively engaging in armed conflict as part of armed forces suffered long 

term psychological trauma, including conditions such as post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD), lost limbs or ended up with some form of disability. They are forced to carry out 

torture procedures, beheadings and killings, which leave a scarring impression on them for 

life. Girl soldiers are subject to sexual assault, rape and are forced into sexual slavery for 

survival. Furthermore, child soldiers live in poor conditions, and without basic survival skills, 

they are forced to live off the scarce food and water they receive. With generations of 

children having physical or mental problems due to being child soldiers in African countries, 

the future development of these countries may potentially be at risk.  

De – enlisting child soldiers currently enlisted by armed groups  

De-enlisting child soldiers from armed groups and state armies is of utmost importance. The 

government of Mozambique has begun to set up administrative mechanisms and selection 

tests as part of their military recruitment procedures, to prevent enlisting of citizens who 

suffer from any form of trauma. They have ratified the African Charter on the Rights and 

Welfare of the Child in 1998 and supported bans on all types of military recruitment of 

children. They have de-enlisted all their child soldiers and as such, at present, there has 

been no evidence found of underage recruitment.   

Re – integration of child soldiers into society   

The Paris Principles and Guidelines on Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed 

Groups (2007) describe child reintegration as “… the process through which children 

transition into civil society and enter meaningful roles and identities as civilians who are 

accepted by their families and communities in a context of local and national reconciliation.” 

According to the Principles sustainable reintegration is achieved “… when the political, legal, 

economic and social conditions needed for children to maintain life, livelihood and dignity 

have been secured. This process aims to ensure that children can access their rights, 

including formal and non-formal education, family unity, dignified livelihoods and safety from 

harm.” This means that re-integration of child soldiers into society after armed conflict 

includes giving the affected youth access to resources and opportunities, and reinstating the 

freedoms they had prior to being enlisted in the armed forces.  



Major Countries and Organizations Involved  

Democratic Republic of Congo  

DRC has been an area of conflict, where almost 3 million lives have been claimed since 

1998. Up to 30,000 children have been recruited to fight since 1998 by armed groups and 

the state forces. Almost 50% of armed rebel groups and non-state armed forces comprise of 

children, and the leader for the Congolese Rally for Democracy-Goma (RCD-Goma) has 

openly stated that children voluntarily join the group so that they can be protected and live in 

shelter. In reality, however, reports and analysis from the Child Soldiers Global Report says a 

vast majority of these children are abducted. They are forced to kill their own relatives and 

forced to perform sexual acts, among other atrocities, a problem which plagues the DRC to 

date.   

 

Child Soldiers International   

Child Soldiers International has formed campaigns against recruitment of child soldiers and 

are actively involved in re – integration of girls and child soldiers into society, especially in the 

DRC.   

 

USA   

The USA has come under the radar in the past and has been criticized heavily for extending 

its support to nations which employ children in their armed forces. However, in 2009, the 

State Department listed six nations to be sanctioned in compliance with the Child  

Soldiers Protection Act (CSPA). These nations are Burma, Chad, DRC, Somalia, Yemen and 

Sudan, while President Obama also claimed that exempted nations were making advances 

to reduce or eliminate recruitment of child soldiers.   

 

UNICEF   

The official stance taken by UNICEF is that the use of children in armed conflicts is that it is 

morally reprehensible and illegal.  

 



Angola  

In the civil war of Angola, up to 30,000 girl child soldiers have been recruited into the 

government armed forces and the armed opposition, National Union for the Total 

Independence of Angola.  

 

Burundi  

Burundi has a population of 50% for citizens below the age of 18, while the minimum age for 

recruitment is 16. Violence has been rampant since the assassination of the country’s first 

democratically elected president in 1993, and children as young as 10 years old have played 

a part in the conflict. They have been used as frontline soldiers, spies and sex slaves for the 

armed political groups as well as Burundi’s armed state forces. To date, up to 5000 child 

soldiers are still left to be demobilized.  

 

Central African Republic  

In the Central African Republic, around 10,000 children were reportedly recruited by armed 

non-state armed groups to participate in the armed conflict that lasted between 2012 and 

2015. Reports claim that even after 2016, the problem of recruitment and human rights 

violations against child soldiers remains a persistent problem.   

 

Liberia  

The civil war in Liberia lasted for 14 years, wherein child soldiers were used largely in both 

state and opposition forces. The national army even comprise of a Small Boys Unit, 

commanded by child soldiers as young as twelve years old. The child soldiers were also 

subjected to various atrocities, including watching their mothers being burnt alive, claimed 

then-President Charles Taylor. At the end of the conflict, 21,000 children needed to be 

urgently reintegrated into Liberia’s society.   

 

In Uganda, the government’s Uganda People’s Defence Force and the opposing Lord’s 

Resistance Army (LRA) comprise of child soldiers. The LRA consists of just 200 adult 

members, according to Peter W. Singer, a member of the Brookings Institute, and claims the 

LRA have been able to extend the conflict by recruiting around 25,000 child soldiers to aid 



their cause. Their units carry out crimes such as looting, raping and killing, which the children 

have to carry out. Kidnappings for recruitment are rampant, and almost 30,000 children seek 

refuge in urban areas every night to be protected from these kidnappings. 

 

South Sudan  

The civil war in South Sudan has led to a large number of child soldiers being recruited to 

participate in the conflict. The situation is currently improving; however, as almost 300 child 

soldiers have been released in Yambio by the National Liberation movement, and since 2015, 

almost 2,000 child soldiers have been demobilized but are slowly being replaced.   

 

Timeline of Events 

 Date  Description of event  

 

1984 Wars in Uganda, spanning almost 20 years, between the Peoples  

Defence Force and the Lord’s Resistance Army have led to the 

abduction of almost 30,00 children for their services as child 

soldiers. The Ugandan Government has recruited children of 13 

years of age as well. In South Africa, wars over diamonds have 

led to the recruitment of children into armed groups. These 

events led drew the attention of the United Nations, and UNICEF 

conducted studies into the impacts of these conflicts on the 

children living in Uganda and South Africa.  

1985 In a seminar, the UN reaches a definitive conclusion on the  

                                            status of child soldiers, defining it as a form of exploitative labour.  

UNICEF publishes a report titled “Children in Especially Difficult 

Circumstances” detailing why child soldiers should not be 

partaking in conflict or used in any way. The UN also discusses 

that 18 should be the definitive age for children to be required to 

participate in combat.  



1990 African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child is passed 

and adopted by the Organization of African Unity (OAU), making 

18 the required and legal age for being recruited to participate in 

any conflict and proposes that no underage child should be 

forced to join any conflict.  

1991 The Algerian civil war spanning till 2002 sees the recruitment of 

children on a frequent basis by armed groups fighting against the 

government.  

1991  The civil war in Sierra Leone leads to the recruitment of thousands 

of children into government and non-government armed forces 

(Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and the Armed Forces  

Revolutionary Council (AFRC), and the pro-government Civil 

Defence Forces (CDF)). Reports claim that the children were 

forcibly given drugs and used for sexual purposes after being 

forcibly recruited. Villages were raided and families were forced 

into giving their children to these armed groups.  

 1994  The United Nations announces plans for a campaign to end the  

use of child soldiers in Africa after child soldiers were becoming 

increasingly common due to the multiple conflicts arising in African 

countries at the time.  

1998 The Rome Statute of the international Criminal Court establishes 

the recruitment of children under the age of 15 to engage in conflict 

as a crime and punishable offence.  

1999 The second civil war in Liberia led to children as young as 10 being 

recruited for armed combat. They were persuaded or forced into 

committing grave human rights violations such as rape, torture and 



forceful abductions of other civilian children. They were also 

supplied with drugs by the armed groups  

 

2001  The United Nations passes resolution 1379 which gives countries 

permission to impose sanctions on the African countries using 

child soldiers. It also recommends the prosecution of countries that 

use child soldiers and plans on establishing a list of all offenders.  

2001 An estimated number of 10,00 children were being used in Uganda 

during the civil conflict at the time.   

2002 The UN Secretary general provides the Security Council with a list 

of all nations using child soldiers, after conducting research for 

over a year. The Security Council would then discuss and decide if 

any actions were to be taken against these countries.  

2003 Resolution 1460 is passed by the UN, stating that all offenders 

should provide data and information on the steps being actively 

taken or implemented in the past to reduce the amount of child 

soldiers enlisted or recruited.  

          2005                         The Working Group on Children and the Armed Conflict keeps  

African nations keeps African nations in check and proposes ideas 

to UN to punish offending nations. 

2006      3,000 children from military and armed group are released and 

reintegrated into society by the UNICEF. According to Child 

Soldiers International, almost 600 children returned to school 

while others returned to their communities for farming and fishing. 



2007    Children were extensively used by the Chad military. Various 

rebel forces such as the United Front for Democratic Change 

(Front Uni pour le Changement, FUC) also recruited child 

soldiers.  

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events  

1) The Additional Protocols to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949, added in 1977- 

This additional protocol prohibits the use of children under the age of 15 by 

government forces or non-state armed groups for military recruitment.  

2) United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). -  Reaffirmed the 

prohibition of recruitment of child soldiers under the age of 15, while further defining a 

child as any persons below the age of 18 years.  

3) African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child , 1999 - This charter, adopted 

in 1999 lays the foundations of universal principles regarding the status of children 

along with defining norms regarding this issue. It covers the wide range of aspects 

related to this topic, taking into account the social, cultural, economic, political and 

civil aspects.  

4) The UN Security Council Resolutions: 1261 (1999), 1314 (2000), 1379 (2001), 1460  

(2003), 1539 (2004), 1612 (2005), 1882 (2009), 1998 (2011) and 2225 (2015). -  

These resolutions provided comprehensive plans to deal with the issues of child 

soldiers and also proposed solutions for their rehabilitation.  

5) Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, 2002 - This 

optional protocol, signed by 167 countries is a signed commitment that states will not 

recruit children under the age of 18 to participate in armed conflict. They will further 

have to demobilize any enlisted soldier under the age of 18, and provide them with 

the tools for rehabilitation and social reintegration.   

 

Past attempts to solve the Issue  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Optional_protocol_on_the_involvement_of_children_in_armed_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Optional_protocol_on_the_involvement_of_children_in_armed_conflict


Disarmament, Demobilization, Reinsertion and Reintegration Programs (DDR)  

Disarmament, Demobilization, Reinsertion and Reintegration Programs (DDR) have been 

implemented to facilitate the reintegration of child soldiers by the UN, The World Bank, and 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), as well as governmental 

organizations, like the African Union Commission.  

Rehabilitation of Child Soldiers 

Organizations like UNICEF provide mental health care in addition to physical healthcare, 

after realising the importance of mental health conditions of child soldiers post traumatic war 

incidents. The rehabilitation process normally includes drug withdrawal, psychological 

adjustment, and treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder. Creative treatment methods 

such as drawing and storytelling to communicate and process past experiences have been 

employed.  

Efforts by NGOs such as Child Soldiers International provide a feasible and comprehensive 

method to reintegrate child soldiers back into society. Primarily taking the example of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Child Soldiers International have implemented several 

methods to reintegrate child soldiers, especially girls, after they escape or are released by 

the armed forces. The efforts started with interviewing 150 girls to provide an insight into 

their needs, and their suggestions on how their lives could be improved. With cooperation 

from local NGOs, these needs and demands could be fulfilled. In partnership with local 

NGOs, Child Soldiers International were able to get children directly enrolled into school, and 

also provided catch-up classes to those who needed help before they went back to their 

formal education. They organize a variety of literacy and numeracy classes that aim to 

educate girls of all ages, and as of 2018, 177 girl child soldiers have been helped back into 

formal education settings.   

Furthermore, they have also established a practical guide in an effort to help ease the 

process of community reintegration. Published in 3 languages, namely Lingala, French and 

Swahili, the guide offers tips and recommend low-cost, effective solutions to help 

communities better the lives of former child soldiers. To compliment the guide, the 

organization has also formed a National Action Group comprising of local organizations in 

sync with government representatives to promote acceptance. This body held its first session 

in February 2018 and provides a new method of promoting acceptance and facilitating the 

reintegration process.   



Reintegration of Child Soldiers 

Reintegration programs have been implemented in Liberia and Sierra Leone by the United 

Nations and its subsidiary agencies, but has been subject to problems because of the refusal 

of some children to participate in the DDR projects. To prevent stigmatization of child soldiers, 

reintegration programmes have been implemented so that they are community-based. They 

build upon the strengths and resilience of children, and take into account the special care 

that needs to be given due to the needs of these children. Attention has been given to the 

stigmas of girl children who have been raped when enlisted in the armed forces. Education 

and youth employment opportunities remain vital to the sustainable reintegration of child 

soldiers back into society. Save the Children has also consistently implemented programs for 

programming is the most effective when it is inclusive of other children in these communities 

as well. This approach has avoided stigmatization of the former child soldiers and has eased 

their path of entry back into society.   

 

Advocacy and Research  

Along with educational aid and NGO partnerships, organizations such as UNICEF have also 

continued research into the situation in Africa and have advocated for the rights of child 

soldiers. They have also actively engaged in sessions with parents to resist the appeal of 

recruitment of children into armed forces and stress the importance of formal education and 

its multiple benefits.   

Child Soldiers International has released the Child Soldiers World Index to keep vital 

information up to date and share records such as the minimum age of recruitment and 

voluntary enlistment of citizens into armed forces. They also provide historical data of past 

military recruitment through the use of hyperlinks.   

 

Possible Solutions:   

Disarmament, Demobilization, Reinsertion and Reintegration Programs (DDR)  

DDR Programs are of utmost importance because they not only focus on the reintegration of 

child soldiers into society, but also focus on the disarmament of child soldiers, which is 

essential for the release of child soldiers and to prevent further harm. These programs are 4 



step programs which monitor the status of child soldiers right throughout and will help to 

facilitate reintegration easily.   

NGO Cooperation  

As with Child Soldiers International, NGO cooperation holds the key to facilitating the 

reintegration of child soldiers into society. NGO cooperation is vital because local NGOs 

have access to vulnerable and affected children and have knowledge of the local community 

and culture. International NGOs such as Child Soldiers International and others have the 

capital and resources to implement large scale plans and provide local NGOs with support 

and materials. Combining the resources of these large organizations and the specialisation 

of local NGOs regarding communities in their areas can lead to a fruitful partnership that will 

be beneficial in eroding the root causes of this problem.   

Educational and Mental Health Programs  

Educational programs are essential to the reintegration of child soldiers into society. There 

are still stigmas and taboos regarding reintegration and allowing these affected personnel 

back into society. Educating individuals in these communities would help to make them 

understand the problems faced by the affected children and educate them about the benefits 

of reintegrating these individuals back into society. Furthermore, educational programs for 

child soldiers could be implemented to help them attain new knowledge and access more 

opportunities. Mental health programs are also essential to gauge the extent of the problems 

affecting these children and help facilitate their rehabilitation. This would help them to lead 

better lives as well.   

 

NOTE 

Background guide for the Sub agenda (Question of female migrants in areas of transit) will    

not be provided resources for the same have been listed below   

1https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2016/01/244-million-international-migrants-

living-abroadworldwide-new-un-statistics-reveal/ 

 
1 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/there-are-now-more-refugees-than-the-entire-

population-of-the-uk/ 

 
1 http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html 

 
1 http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html 
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